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PRESS RELEASE

3" EXTRAORDINARY INTERNATIONAL HYDROGRAPHIC CONFERENCE
Auditorium Rainier III, Monaco, 11 to 15 April 2005

The 3™ Extraordinary International Hydrographic Conference of the International Hydrographic Organization (IHO)
will be held from 11 to 15 April 2005 at the Auditorium Rainier III.

More than 200 participants representing the IHO Member States will meet. A number of observers from non Member
States and various other international organizations will also be present. A commercial exhibition on hydrographic services
and technology will take place during the conference in the Auditorium Hall. The conference and exhibition will be
inaugurated by HSH Prince Rainier III on Monday 11 April at 09.30.

The aim of this Extraordinary Conference is to discuss and decide amendments to improve and modernize the
Convention on the IHO — a 35-year old document - proposed by its Strategic Planning Working Group (SPWG), so that
the Organization will become more efficient, effective and responsive to new challenges concerning the use and
protection of the seas, the need for international co-operation and technological developments.

A new structure of the Organization is proposed which will aim at accelerating the decision-making procedures,
improving management of the Organization, simplifying procedures for a State to become a Member of the
Organization, better cooperation with the Academia, maritime industry and other Organizations and a more direct and
effective presence of its Member States and Regional Hydrographic Commissions in the activities of the Organization.

In conjunction with the Extraordinary Conference a special session will be convened on Saturday 16" April, in order to
discuss and decide on the hydrographic support to the States which suffered from the tsunami disaster in the Indian
Ocean.

The IHO

The THO is an intergovernmental consultative and technical organization that was established in 1921 to support the
safety of navigation and the protection of the marine environment. At present it counts 74 Member States and its aim is
to bring about :

the co-ordination of the activities of national hydrographic offices;

the greatest possible uniformity in nautical charts and documents;

the adoption of reliable and efficient methods of carrying out and exploiting hydrographic surveys;

the development of the sciences in the field of hydrography and techniques employed in descriptive
oceanography.
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The THO since its creation has its headquarters in Monaco, kindly offered by Prince Albert 1%, a very well known and
prominent navigator and oceanographer of his time. Monaco is the depositary of the Convention which governs the
Organization. It entered into force and was registered with the United Nations Secretariat in 1970.

For further information, please contact: Pascale BOUZANQUET, International Hydrographic Bureau/Bureau
hydrographique international : pbouzanquet@ihb.me, Tel: +377 93 10 81 15.
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