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HYDROTHERMAL MINERALIZATION ON THE SITITO-IOZIMA
RIDGE IN THE IZU-OGASAWARA ARC !

Kazuki WATANABE*

Abstract

The Sitits-16zima Ridge exists on the volcanic front in the northern part of the Izu-Ogasawara
Arc. Recently on some submarine volcanoes along the Sitito-I6zima Ridge, active hydrothermal
mineralizations have been discovered as a result of sea-floor surveys by the JAMSTEC’s submersi-
ble ’Shinkai 2000’.

From the Kita-Beyonése Submarine Caldera, hydrothermal sulfides, sulfates, manganese oxides
have been collected. In the Myozin syo Caldera, the fragments with hydrothermal sulfides and
barites were discovered. In the caldera at the western top of Suiy6 Seamount, some active sulfide
chimneys gushing the hydrothermal water were discovered. Hydrothermal pyrites at a hydrother-
mal alteration zone in the Kaikata Caldera and possible recent hydrothermal manganese oxides on
the flank of the Kaikata Seamount are observed respectively. The Kaikata Caldera is consisted of
andesites or basalts. But other three submarine calderas are consisted of dacites and they are at
similar geological setting.

Two reasons why some hydrothermal sulfides exist in the submarine caldera consisted of dacites
are supposed as follows.

1) The dacitic magma with the high viscosity stays steadily at the shallow part below the

sea-floor.

2 ) The activity of the dacitic magma is easy to make the concave sea-floor (submarine caldera),

to protect sea-floor hydrothermal sulfides from the oxidization by deep-sea waters.

The characteristics about hydrothermal mineralizations on the Sitit6-16zima Ridge are arranged
as follows.

1) Sea-floor hydrothermal sulfides exist in submarine calderas consisted of dacite.

2) Hydrothermal sulfides have lower Fe content, in comparison with those from mid-oceanic

ridges.

3) Contents of As, Cd and Au on minor elements are comparatively high in hydrothermal

sulfides.

4) The Au/Ag ratio is relatively high, because the Ag content is nearly equal to that in

hydrothermal sulfides of other sea areas.

5) It seems that the gashing hydrothermal water doesn’t react on marine sediments beneath the

sea-floor.
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6) Manganese oxides at the Kaikata Seamount were resulted from the low-temperature

hydrothermal activity of the submarine volcano on a island-arc.

7) Almost of hydrothermal oxides from the Kaikata Seamount consist of manganese oxides

and poor in iron oxides.
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Table 1

Chemical compositions of volcanic rocks from submarine volcanoes, where hydrothermal

mineralizations had been discovered on the Sitito-I6zima Ridge.

Kita-Beyondsu Caldera

|
| (Yuasa, 1995) | (Fiske et al,,1995)

| Myozin-syo Caldera
| (Iizasa ot al.,1992)

Sample |D638-2 D639-1 | 555-6 555-7 556-8 696-5 696-6 7T34-4L1 734-4L3 734-414 734-416{D107622 D107623 D107625 D10772
8i0, | 71.22 73.83 74,54 75,02 74,53 73.64 7,74 74,25 74,83 T74.65 73,93 | 69.7 69.8 69.7 69.9
Ti0, | 0.30 0,31 0,31 0,32 0.32 0.32 0,38 0.38 0.26 0,33 0.32 | 0,58 0.68 0.64 0.64
Al:0s | 13,27 12,81 13.51 13,43 13,60 13,29 13,74 13,69 13,52 13,51 13.82 | 14.2 13.9 14,0 13.9
Fe:03 | 0,83 0.46 0.86 0,83 0,94 0,67 3,80 0,87 0,90 0,58 0.96 1,96 .47 1,45 1,37
FeO | 1.64 1,87 1,93 1,75 1,94 2,62 - 2.11 1.60 1,87 1.52 2.8 2.6 2.6 2.8
M0 | 0.11 0,10 0,11 0.10 0,11 0.15 0.13 0.09 0,09 0,07 0,07 0.12 0,12 0.14 0,14
Mg0 | 1.40 0.72 0,63 0.64 0.61 0,53 0,86 1,42 0,55 0,60 0.59 1,36 1.20 1.03 1,00
Cad | 2.42 2,08 2.76 2,63 2.74 2.72 3.25 2,51 2.15 3.01 3,02 4,59 4,38 4,37 4,28
Naz0 | 4.55 4,45 4,42 4,49 4,41 5.18 5,21 4,27 5,10 3.95 4,34 | 3,95 4,03 4,37 4,32
K0 | 0,77 0.86 0,83 0.81 0,84 0.90 0,78 0.32 0,95 1,45 1,36 0.85 0,96 0,86 0,93
P.0s | 0.08 0.07 0. 08 0.08 0,07 0.08 0.09 0,09 0,08 0.07 0,06 0,09 0,09 0,11 0,12
H:0" | 2,83 2,31 - - - - - - - - - 0.5 0.3 0.1 0.8
H.00 | 0,20 0,15 - - - - - - - - - ] 0.1 0.1 n.d, 0.1

Total | 99.42 99,52 100,00 100.00 100,00 100,00 100,00 100,00 100,00 100,00 100.00 1100,30 99,53 99.47 99.78

| Suiyo Seamount(Western Peak Caldera) | Kaikata Seamount(Kaikata Caldera:East Peak) |Kaikata Seamount(Central Peak)
| (Watanabe and Kajimura, 1993) | (Yuasa and Nohara, 1992)

Sample {D562-S2 D562-S6 D562-S6 9271521 9271602|D695-2 D695-3 D829-1 D8RY-1 DB27-1 DB27-2 RS66-1 |D831-1 D698-1 RS24-2 RS39-1
Si0. | 67.83 63.93 68,10 67,91 68,20 | 54.00 56,6 56,14 52,69 63,79 53,38 51,02 51,39 49,13 51,64 51,61
Ti0, | 0.45 0,47 0,48 0.62 0,50 | 0.87 0,87 1.08 1,14 1.28 1,01 0.90 0,80 0,86 0.93 0.79
Als0s | 16,73 16,15 15,74 16,79 15,59 | 17.61 17,11 14,47 15,25 14,61 16,89 18,61 19,60 17.39 17.56 19,54
Fes0z | 2.19 3,51 2.10 2.22 2.13 ] 2,69 2,32 2,40 3,13 2.90 2.81 2.56 2,89 3.34 2,80 2,42
FeO | 2.26 1,14 2,36 1,18 2.08 1 7.12 6,26 9,27 10,08 10,32 8.34 8.37 6,93 8.86 8,69 7.18
W0 | 0.12 0.04 0,12 0,22 0,09} 0.19 0.18 0,22 0,23 0,24 0,20 0.21 0,21 0.23 0,26 0.22
Hg0 | 1.51 1,99 1,56 0.87 1,59 | 2.95 2.58 3.09 4,00 3.58 3.46 3.99 3,66 5.97 4,19 3.70
Ca0 | 475 4,58 4,81 4,73 4,541 9.14 7.58 7.12 9,14 8.15 9,26 10,76 10,59 11,24 10,01 10,53
Na.0 | 8,07 2.81 3. 14 4,56 4,19 | 8,07 3.68 3,34 3.02 3.08 2,94 2,56 2,99 2.10 2,85 2,87
K0 | 0.92 0.85 1,01 0.67 .03 0,83 0,91 0.96 0.66 0.76 0,59 0,38 0,42 0,33 0,39 0.43
P0s | 0.11 0.11 0,11 0,18 0,09 | 0,12 0,21 0.19 0,15 0,16 0.11 0,09 0.12 0,09 0.12 0,11
H.0* | 0.37 1.72 0.21 0.53 0,63 | 1,07 0.24 0.91 0.42 0.95 0,91 0,52 0,47 0.39 0,60 0. 46
Ho0™ | 0.47 1,76 0,29 0,01 0.05 | 0.11 0,11 0,13 0.07 - - - 0.08 0,05 0.05 0.10

Total | 99.78 98.06 100,02 100.49 100.27 | 9%.57 98.65 99.32 99,95 99.69 99.91 99,97 99,95 99,98 99.99 99,96

n,d. ! not ditected - not measured
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Table 2 Chemical compositions of sea-floor hydrothermal sulfides from the Sititd-I6zima Ridge.

Sample No. Al Ca Fe Cu Zn Ag As Au Ba Ccd Co Mo Hn Ni Pb Sb Se Sr Au/Ag  Temp,
wt¥ wt¥ wt¥ wt¥  wt} pom ppm  ppm ppm PPR  Ppm ppm  Ppm ppm  ppm  ppm  Ppm  ppm c
Kita-Beyongsu Caldera(Usui et al,,1994)
(maximum) - - 20,0 111 24,7 272 8400 19,3 140000 965 - - - - 5000 1100 - - (0.071) -
(minimum) - - 8.3 0.8 10,2 82 700 3 - 495 - - - - 3000 400 - - (0.036) -
Mydzin-syo Caldera(Iizasa, 1992)
A - - 0.74 0,20 3.3 98 498 2.7 440000 98 - - - - 15200 180 - - 0,028 -
B - - 2,27 2,37 30,25 350 1441 1,9 190000 1530 - - - ~ 19500 670 - - 0.005 -
C - - 2.68 1,85 43,00 170 2298 0.63 1100 2193 - - - - 102000 580 - - 0.003 -
Average - - 1.0 1,47 25,53 208 1412 1,7 210000 1274 - - - - 45800 477 - - 0. 008
Suiyd Seamount(Mizuta et al. ,1994)
088-1-1-10 - - - - 140 290 0.2 - 11 320 - - 9.9 - 30 21 - 0,001 310
088-1-1-20 -~ - - - - 50 360 1.0 - 45 89 - - 8.7 - n.d, 6.4 - 0.020 310
058-1-1-30 - - - - - 75 370 2.7 - 49 42 - - 16 - 48 4,8 - 0,036 310
Average - - - - - 88 340 1.8 - 35 150 - - 12 - 26 11 - 0.015
Suiys Seamount(Hatanabe et al.,1995)
5625-4-2 0,12 0,13 11,87 0.405 43.0 313 3130 52 19 1640 n.d. 42 377 9 45800 2980 - 41 0,17 230
9271504 0.24 0,89 28.68 30,9 1,01 45,1 270 4 18 91.8 31 35 2 2 268 n.d, - 73 0.08 311
9271513 1,16 0,37 30.56 22.4 2.54 63,2 1130 § 29 172 42 . 295 91 ) 1290 57,1 - 57 0.08 311
927160202 0,09 0.04 32,95 34,5 0.182 14,2 41,2 n.d. 36 42,4 8 25 115 4 28 n.d, - 15 - 310
927160401 0.17 0,04 27.33 30.9 3.98 90.8 435 10 16 334 11 50 15 n.d. 1260 4.0 - 21 0,11 310
927160404 0.27 0,09 9,46 1,58 438 337 2240 i 24 3950 50 263 483 2 3370 1120 - 124 0.21 -
927160405 3,77 1.03 4,256 0,392 346 330 885 38 28 546 [ 89 234 n.d. 15200 767 - 146 0.12 -
927160503 4,38 1,10 410 2,89 18.4 63.5 211 16 66 723 6 128 129 2 711 50.2 - 242  0.25 -
927170501 1,65 0.35 17,92 4,78 250 209 1640 22 22 1030 9 289 267 3 4720 355 - 156 0,11 300
9271712 1.96 6.81 11,93 12.0 11,6 118 983 20 25 785 7 118 182 n.d. 2020 235 - 344 0.17 296
927171402 0,80 0,18 10,30 891 3.2 377 3130 45 13 1480 n,d 118 313 2 7440 588 - 182 0.12 296
9271715 0,45 6.57 14,58 16,2 11,4 146 1050 22 24 734 nd. 100 115 4 2440 231 - 331 0.15 296
93620101 1,06 4,74 20.44 22,5 0,151 12,6 434 nd, T8 23.8 21 98 1570 6 65 6.8 9.1 315 - 310
93620102 0,90 7.76 16.64 23,3 1,28 246 207 nd 85 9.6 9 91 1260 n.d, 170 33.3 16,7 543 - 310
93620103 1,11 0.17 20,27 27.1 6,08 101 661 nd, 105 407 9 157 1590 n.d. 1260 128 9.6 133 - 310
93620104 1.88 0,33 1559 16,9 15,5 155 1110 6 126 834 13 280 1330 3 2120 237 6.6 218 0.04 310
93620105 0.95 0,16 18,10 18,0 11,6 166 1090 n.d. 136 736 10 255 1580 4 2200 229 5,0 245 - 310
93620202 1,63 0,52 27.84 5,22 4,65 52.9 1320 13 149 313 25 226 2270 19 1520 56.4 0,7 95 0.25 250
03620204 1,31 0,22 18.27 10,7 20,4 218 1690 19 107 1030 17 374 1590 n.d. 3370 332 2,8 151 0,088 250
93620-1-1 0,99 0,19 19,23 22.9 10.8 14 615 nd, 110 579 17 166 1550 4 2260 189 11,0 108 - 310
93620-2-1 1.06 0,39 16,17 19.7 8.46 133 1600 nd, 102 389 5 162 1529 4 4810 186 6.5 279 - 310
93622202 0.24 2,47 21,02 32,2 2,00 43,1 259 nd, = 91 154,9 n.d. 53 1660 5 704 64,7 11,1 218 - 317
03622301 1,54 0,51 10.37 1.01 39.8 371 1770 46 123 1560 16 323 1140 n.d. T710 942 1.2 289 0.12 -
93622302 1,76 0,94 23,95 20.8 .04 21,1 603 nd 123 54,2 84 72 1880 11 800 21,2 8.5 207 - -
Average 1,22 1,50 17.6 16,1 14,5 148 1100 16 68 738 16 159 886 4 4650 368 7.6 189 0.11
Kaikata seamount(llsm ot al. , 1994)
(maximum) - - 2 - 0142 - - - - - - - - - - - 22
(minimum) - - - - - 0.1 - 002 - - - - - - - - - - - 22
n.d, ! not ditected - ¢ not measured
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Table 3 Chemical compositions of hydrothermal
manganese oXides from the Kaikata
Seamount on the Sititd-I6zima Ridge.

Sample No. Mn Fe Cu Ni In Co Pb
wt{ wt¥ ppm ppm ppm ppm ppm
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R5164 33.40 2.37 1000 53 65 28 6
RS18-5§1 41.13 3.18 310 1 22 2 1
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RS40-841 30,30 2.44 181 84 112 35 n.d,
RS40-842 39.34 4.13 163 6 30 8 1

RS48 46,24 0.23 358 5 38 3¢ 18

n.d, : not ditected, (Usui and Nishimura, 1992)
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Fig.2 The ternary diagram comparing the ratio of Cu-Zn-Pb on the balk composition in sea-floor
hydrothermal sulfides from the Sitit6-I6zima Ridge and from the other areas. The areas in the
diagram show balk compositions for hydrothermal sulfides of Kuroko-type deposits, of Kieslager-type
deposits, from sea areas around Japan and on the mid-oceanic ridges (the EPR, TAG hydrothermal
mound on the MAR). (After : Kajiwara, 1987 : Watanabe et al., 1995)
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Fig.3 The ternary diagram comparing the ratio of Cu-Zn-Fe on the balk composition in sea-floot
hydrothermal sulfides from the Sitit6-I16zima Ridge and the mid-oceanic ridges (the EPR, TAG
hydrothermal mound on the MAR). (After | Kajiwara, 1987 ; Watanabe et al., 1995)
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Fig.4 Relation diagram between As and Cd contents in sea-floor hydrothermal sulfides. (After | Mizuta

et al.,, 1994)
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