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Abstract

We present results of high-resolution bathymetric studies of the extinct Parece Vela Basin

backarc spreading center in the northwestern Pacific, where we have identified an anomalous,

extremely large mullion structure, here termed giant megamullion. We find that the giant mega-

mullion is nearly ten times larger than the similar structures in the slow-spreading Mid-Atlantic

Ridge (megamullions ). An off-axis rugged "chaotic terrain” was also identified in the Parece Vela

Basin. We propose that amagmatic tectonics producing the giant megamullion and the chaotic ter-

rain occupied a significant part in crustal construction in the Parece Vela Basin evolution.

1. FUSIC

RHEOKBBORENFRA OV 27 Pl o
T, 74 ) EVOTFRIKT 7 =7 AOFM
AURNC L CTHLMNI R - T &2 (Kasuga
and Ohara, 1997; Ohara et al, 1997, Okino et al,
1998; 1999). /SVANT G (N BEER ;
Fig. 1) & 15Mall b8 % 1k L - E5li#E < H
%(Okino et al, 1998). Z ORI/ ANRS
)7 FERHINTBE Y, KIFEAET X D 6500miz
b T 2BV IBUANEITIRICESRI L T A 2 &8
WS EH IR Twi (Mrozowski and
Hayes,1982). FlL v P2k oT, €M, s
FERw v R VA T EARILE L (Ohara et al,
1996), /YL AT Y 7 MEIE~ /<L ALI
Lo THELAZ ERER I TS (Okino et al,
1998),

L, kA EARBEEEARIC L - TR bR HE

F R HBIR L2 A, NLART YT M
ERHIHEO MBI SR AL, YA TV
b A A A v (giant megamullion) & &y U 72 4F
BORECRHOZ LML L % o 2(0hara et
al, 2001) (Fig. 2A - B, Fig. 3A). H#@TIE, Vv
A7 PAFE)F o ETTY, FORKEIC
DWTOBETOHELITH.

2. L AXZBADFEES

PNV ARG HEEHEISSE L EIC LT, T
O THFIHIED ) mr— g 2L T
BY, WBARECAGIIMa)D BRI RO
RIFHPEL L 722 & 2R LT A(Okino et al,
1998)(Fig. 2A « B). 78 L AT iEEORERITR
EL2o A EAMESL, Thbh, #HN
HARDAT— I &, R EETR D ICEE L,
AeH - mwoadink LB o A 57— Cd 5{Okino
et al, 1998; 1999). BIMIA 77— V251 B 3K
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JEE 43 b R R H 0 FRATT A S 8.8cmy /v (T i R EAS THEETH -7 (Okino et al, 1998).
BYyTHh AL EHEE S TWw A (Okino et al, 1998). 20004FE 1 ~2 H iU TRl e i £ v 4
WL ARGHEE, BAREOEEIIBWCGER BORER [L23h] 12XV ANT Y7 R
PR L7720, S REMARD THEITSH OB TRIBRAMAEIFToRLEIIT O
L, FICEER -mEIROBHo A7 Vi B, BIA T — Y OIRAIE LT 0cm/ y (K
T D R AE O Y = o —3 3 »HALTH ) TH S T LHEE S NPT, B

G SN RE R0, RFEEDOHE  Fujioka et al, 2000)
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Fig. 1 Major bathymeltric elements in the northwestern Pacific. The inset box shows the mapped area shown in

Fig. 2A'B. AP=Amami Plateau, DR=Daito Ridge, ODR=0ki-Daito Ridge, WMR=West Mariana Ridge,
MR=Mariana Ridge, MT=Mariana Trough.
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Fig. 2A  Detailed shaded structural images of the northern half of the Parece Vela Basin illuminated from 270°.
The bathymetric data were gridded at 3" spacing (~— 90 m spacing). Smooth areas represent data gaps with
interpolated bathymetry. The location of the profiles (Fig. 4) across the segments SI (A-A') is shown.
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Fig. 2B Interpretation of the bathymetry shown in Fig. 2A. Heavy gray dashed line refers to the boundary A,
near 138°E. Thin lines indicate fracture zones and propagators. Dashed lines are the magnetic anomaly
isochrons with anomaly number taken from Okino et al. (1998). The dredge site D1 recovered serpentinized
peridotites and gabbros (Ohara et al, 1996). The inset box shows the enlarged area shown in Fig. 3A.
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PRI A 7 P B W TIH - IR A U s
Bid LCiE, <) 7RI AR TN T
L= DR AAADREREHTHLEEZ
LNTWD, T4abb, LAALTL— e
ARG WEMOFHA ) N= 9 v T ¥ TR
BT Y, WA S—dsHL AT ETFONS
S XY JIKE o SRR Y oz &, &R
ffo 7zt — IR U s ST b
{Kasuga and Ohara, 1997).

3. I ABERIBUIBFETITINT I AT R

=L OFLERIZPh A A BT ARl e VR
T ILEEAAGHEII A T, JEAGARI B RO R
THEENEEERET > Twd I SR A
NTWBHETH S, Macdonald et al. (199142 X
UL, R H OB A demEL O b D&%
HIERHE, Qem B B> b o0 % FhL i & o
FLTWD, PREFRGIEABOTILORAD
Lo TRA LA —NOHTRN Y 7 22 M
[ ST D 2 & AR EE,N SNV
AOMEORBIZL VN R oTEZ. Th
BOYT AT —a  FEORESPERIE
CTIRDPGARTETIERFEZIN TS
(Macdonald et al, 1991). flzi¥, 71— MR
THb Ny A7+ —AMBEELROE T 2 -
MERTHD. 2005 A7+ AHTBOM
12 % Rl © 10035 K D non-transform discon-
tinuity (GEILAIFEOYE), &5 WiZmEBHEK
WEEIERMOGENL 2RO 7 A > MR T
HiH, INLOMBNE Y AVyT—Yarid, &
JLin et al, 1990), i E A% inton and
Detrick, 1992), ~ 7~ DALARHLE & %H 2RI
B’ B 2 EHHHNTVD,

W O SRR ILEREHIE 4 >~ FEFiEEE
1D & HEGEIL KR O% { ORI, S 1H
v P HATH LML LA Y T ViR
AN TED, abyssal peridotite & I T
He7z() 2 1XDick and Bullen, 1984). #5HLKIE:
SIS FEE OHess DeepeGarretii 2447
D2 POV HLDATHAH, Cannatid

abyssal peridotite® 1%« FAEEFPENE
TIRHLNTWEDRFF L O EMAG D
0, REIRIAR TR e 7 A v P o
WEIZE L CH D, 27 AY FPERTIE
Hr TG PEPEL A LTS, LW EFLE
I8 L 72 (Cannat, 1993; Cannat et al, 1995), Zi
&, E SO A v MEREE S
7 2 b =2 A(amagmatic tectonicshiZ & o THEES
PEEENTDL, EVIETFNTHL.

IR IESE DT R 1IN B abyssal peri-
dotitel IR FIZIZ20D Ly F 1 Y T HLET D,
Fhbh, WhT A7+ AR EEKMED
28 F(Ridge-Transform Intersection: RTD & (2)F
ZgaBE, EnwA2od vy T4 I ThHD,
2?9 B, RTTTIE—#iZnodal deep& BHEN 5
AREEH6000m%E W 2 H MM &, inside corner
high(ICH) & WHEN B BFE RO R £ ) A3 7
Lo THIEELTHEY, ICHEMEE b LAh »
T AR TUT RIS T B 2 EHH
AL T WA (Tucholke and Lin, 1994).

AL O ZT o T, S dh R AR TR
BHENTHEDNRr— 2T Y A7 - L8
eHLETDLy - YIFRWTHD, I
MARK(Mid-Atlantic Ridge Kane)& M-It Tw
L. RO — 2R T T 7 4 AR
TR HFEMRE - By Vo TICL o
T, T OIHIRE OB ZAF ORTIZ L L
PO XS R EROFRRMIEIELAT A L
A5 M E BT & 2{Cann et al, 1997
Blackman et al, 1998; Mitchell et al., 1998;
Tucholke et al, 1998), F4&dbb, (1)l F—
ARORET, EORET L — M OHKFIEIZ
AT Ze (AN S IR E RRAR D) = T
¥ a Ylcorrugation) S FAFL, @< ¥ P =4
—REWHMBADKRE L, QI VERHT
O %ET 5. Tucholke et al (1998)ix Z @B E
A A A F Y (megamullion) & dv L, ALK EE
@ Basin and RangedblfiZ B 54t 2 metamorphic
core complex & FBOL OTH DL LR Tw
L. Vbbb, AFAVAEEESY S PLVE
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TETLIRMTY v F 2 ¥ MR 7 <l zonek LTl b 2 EAHES.
RiZEoTHZEL, RTUCBWCHIE TR O v SHETIZHLNTORAD AT L) F 1
ZELTHELALOTHAS, INET AV M MARK® 7 — ¥ AH LY * T, 32km{EK#0IZ
BOWTY VI HAHEMT AL, AHAVA YD EFHE) X 20kmLKENICHZ LM T 5
FEIIFIETHEEZLNTWA, KT RA (Mitchell et al, 1998)(Fig. 3B - C).
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Fig. 3A  Close-up view of the giant megamullion illuminated from 270°, The scale bar is 50 km.
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Fig. 3B Close-up view of the Kane megamullion illu-
minated from 295", The 200 m-grid-size bathy-
metric data downloaded from the RIDGE

Multibeam Synthesis Web site

(http://imager.ldeo.columbiaedu) were utilized.
The scale is as same as the Fig. 3A. The scale
bar is 50 km.

4. v AT bAHLVA >

RWFFEIZH W27 — 713, KREMS#AEL LTl
B (0] 12X - T1995~19974E DRI L &
iz Vv F ¥ — A(SeaBeam, SeaBeam 210)l2 L 5
MW7 — % RUKSS30ENEHC L AEHT— %
Thb. WHIEGPSIZE o7z, F— 7 HiRIZDOW
TiZOkino et al. (1998)Z7FibAH 5. HIEIZD
WTI, £7—F230MATT ) v FIELETL
7=,

S OMAGHHAT, PVRIZA R &L 7D
TS AL MSI~-SNDOMALZ ENFW L E LR
72(Fig. 2A°B). ZFNEFNOEZ A ¥ MIIZEHE R
MHi(nodal deep& RE N A) MW LRETY
(ICHIZHHE T2 EFR S NLE)BXRT 2% - T
FELTHB Y, EsIRIEE OB RE 25 S A1
BICBDTHELTWA., 209 h, REHmOE
7 AV FSUI RO TRHRELRRIEIHFAST S C
LW TH 5. Z O R DM R % o,
Thbb, ()7 b— b OUEKF M FEATEL K
\ZTE28 A7 [6)) 7 B e kAR O H T (corrugation) 2 A
L, QWIEORHIET L — bk iEZR

- ane Trangf,,,
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23° 40N ~~TFaut
P,
Nodal .o
deep !
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Fig. 3C Schematic interpretation of Fig. 3B (after
Mitchell et al, 1998).

@EREN AT A ) Zabyssal hilllZ & » T v —
TSN TwA, T4 22 OERLNEE KT
BHRHEEO AT L) F Y EFABOLDOTH D &
RIRL, Yx¥AT7 v ATV EHH L
(Ohara et al, 2001). ¥ ¥ A7 ¥ bAFT L) F ¥
R EER UM CIEIMO TofHuE L b L 3t
2, EOF4 AV aryyRciERESNG, T
bbb, #0574 A ¥ Y3 VEE5kmEL AT
i) X 125kmIEARFNZEZZ ) TH - T,
YA F AR E L, e
RCBRRDLDTH B, ZOMOEEL IR,
Vx AT AFANF 2T A POLEIC
EoTHRELTWAIETHAH., KM ILis
DE, —MRICICHIZEEL TWADATH S
PVROEY DLETHOE T A Y MZH BN S
T )AL TV AFig 2A * B). ZNhbiZieor-
rugationZSHIF IZIIFEE L T v, £hEh
DM D F7 TLIHEREZ 4T Zrabyssal hilllz X
STHHENTEY, TROEOHENET VL AH
AVF Y CH D EHERNINNES.

VAT VI AF L) K T DR FAOEI R
B X Unodal deep? 5 ® S EILE L 42000~
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Fig. 4 Profiles of bathymetry, free-air (FAA) and mantle Bouguer anomaly (MBA) across the segment S1 and
giant megamullion (A-A). We subtracted from the freeair anomalies the attraction of seafloor topography
(water-crust interface), and the attraction of relief on the crust-mantle interface to obtain MBA (Parker, 1972).
The crustal thickness is assumed to be 6 km. Densities of 1.03, 27 and 3.3 g/cm?® are assumed for seawater,
crust and mantle, respectively. Location of the profiles is indicated in Fig. 2A. See text for interpretation.

3000mT, corrugation® i £ 13#2000~12000m,
Z D IE21X200~400m T, IS & D 1000mi23E
T5. V¥ AT MAF AN Y HPEORMT
abyssal hilllz X - T¥ v — TG ST BB
(3, TF Ay FRANGE & G LA,
T 7z Bbreakaway T 5 & R 2 (Tucholke
et al, 1998), ¥/, V¥ AT rAFANF D
ALTROILREN S BT, 213 0 I E P
THMERHEE YPERSTwE, shud, 3
KB BHE L2~ 7 ~iGBoRg, $4b
Hhanging wallTdHh 2 & BRI % % (Tucholke et
al, 1998). fiAR+Y 7 A ¥ FSUIIAREA6500miz
D3ET Hnodal deepHFAET S, & SRz
BAMEREOHMENZHFELEL, 1 bidneo-
volcanic zoneTH A )., T OO KIZERE
500~2000mMETH Y, WHEDLVIFHEA L
KR E IR LT 5 (Fig. 3A).

Va4 7y ALY L ¥ Ocorrugationt F
FIHIE~ v P A7 =7 —HEMBAEEHE L C

KB E, WHOET A v MR TECMBAEG-
20mgal % Fih, WA 2 TRV G
OmgallZ o X 512 h 4 (Fig. 4). ZOHFREIL
Tucholke et al. (1998)DEF N E R —Fd 5,
T 44, hanging wall¥neovolcanic zoneld &
REDNEAF DR MBARERY. T4
bh, ERWMALALTHwEWY, —7F, break-
away C LA L-MBAfiR RS &, F¥vF
A Y PSR E o 2 BV TR AL
(CERED EH LTSI L R,

VRAT VP AFAVF IBVT, FLyy
\Z &5 T(Fig 2B DY), L~y MAWETHS
BEALEAL L 7o v 7 V36 & PRI O A 7 R
aEh7(Fig 2B ; Ohara et al, 1996), Ziuldsr—
YRAITAY A VEEFRIZ Iy AT 2 ALY
FUBTF oy F Ay MEREICEGIER SN, B
° s PVIESMB Ll L ERBT 0T
4 {Tucholke et al, 1998).
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5. Chaotic terrain

SOMFETH SR LE K TV ARG HHED
OO R R ER OB Roh 5
FHIRAOBLLOM LW 7R HIETHY, &
L& 14 A5 L - r(chaotic terrain)& B4
(Fig. 2A-B). A4+ A5 L — V3B 0L 72k
vy z eI TED, RO
EEMIOMIChEL, Ty 7 OERICE
HIAR(T L — b OUAI I ET) Dcorruga:
tionb HAETH. WA RDY L —a v P
L2 OB ORISR, RO TEHVMBA
HE0mgal % A LIBOHALZRTZ &hn, &
DH A ATV — S EEHRIGEHO A F 20 F >
BRI TR ET HBIKAT VI L T
T Sz b @ TdHh A 9 {(Ohara et al, 2001).

HA ATV — AR EIEAB 8em/ y D I
KEO AT~ DI SR TwD, —RICAH
A0 F GRS ST nw b, o
O & ) B ERE RN T, Wik 7 itk
At Australian-Antarctic Discordance (Wi
B 74em/y)y 538 R S T w B (Christie et al,
1998). Wi OIBORFEIL, (LB R ML I
KR TR S, @WK, M LTHEL
Twab I &, ©dhAH(Ohara et al, 2001).

6. EBE

AH ) F IR e A MoBlg
Ll — PAERCEALTVEL L
W, bbb, vy MVERES LR
HHERE T — 5 OFr & BULC, Eo~ 7w
REZFTBIWRAF— BT, kb~ bz
T ATy v F A Y VEIREAEGE L TBRE
iz & iim s TwvwA(Tucholke et al,1998). #
IR e R IZ B WL, BRm
IR IvW7 o by AR NS Z B
WD AT L) F AR E R, EEZD
NlPp /i P

NUANGHEIEBTRAFATL-VBL
V% ATy AHFANF yOBEIENFR,

88cm/y B X U7.0em/y & v BN S A Bk
BEOT TITbhTwsd, 20X ke lgay el
HEFOTT, ERIWT I P ANEERT
BAF—=VPHFELZ &R D, AR
BB LTSNl b TH
B, TOZEE, RETAY MBI LY
IV — MCREREHI D > L BRIB LT
BY, Hly oy Py FAdhow s P VIRAE
W TLVIEZRLTWAEEL D E g
A{Ohara et al, 2001), wEDP 7 1) ¥ ik
OREIZL o T, £ KETd % Central Basin
Fault 23 K HORTIOHEE 2Ho 2 b8
& 7n & f o 72(Fujioka et al, 1999), 7=, bk
RUTF 77BNy ViCL o T Lk~ >~

Fbh T YEMEIE R TY 5 (Stern et al,
1996). Zh oI, HillERIEF0H 2%
RAF =BT, —iZ~ <y b
DY APEHLTWALEIERZRTLOTHY, ¥
Wy oy Py Mhow s MVEMSEERN TS
Wk w R LT A (Ohara et al, 2001).

R O 38T B - B e~ = OB
Lo THRENTELEEZLNRTEL LA,
SROFRIZL T, WU ARGHEORERD
HAEWGA= I DRET DWHEOWARAT—
KWERSNTWBLBIEFRHLPE LY, 749K
YTV — FOETTFNEFET L LERET
R AR A= W

7. ¥&8

PNUARGHEHEIIBWT, ki i
P BR L EI RS COIBILEITA
TR TR STV B AT A Y F > I
ENTVRHIEEROTEPLTEY, VvA47
YIAFANA TV EGABLI, VAT AH
AV F Y OFRNIROIFCBTEE LR T
bbb, Thibb,

) P47 PAFI)F ZITKRVEEED A H A
Dod ATHRAWFAEL, ERRROLDTH
5.

(2) FiFFE TOTOIETH L LI, g
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WY 3 1 2 R BE DR A S WD TSR TH
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2R A T — VIR INTWD Z P G
Lol

OO

WA [ThiE] Otk - THE W, KR
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Frfifiit v ¥ —) & OMRILAER R TH o 7.
F 7RI I R AR ORI R AR R
XL ROMERAEHTLCHW:, 77Dl
L2 EGMTY 7 b2« 7 3.0(Wessel and Smith,
1995) % Hv 7z,

2 8

W R 21k U2 iR T B /S L AR T il
WKBWT, [k, BOTHERRL) T VGES
ARl A K o TR L, Yy A7 B A
Hont bl Vv 47 bATLTR
AMGEIERO R NIHA TRA SN TS
RO (A HF AL ) 1, HI0fEd A
v, WROMKPLP BRGNS D, b
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B BERTWT 7 b= AL, RV ARGE
ROFE B TERERRAZ DT LD
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