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Report of diving survey for the sea knolls discovered in the s
of the Yatsushiro Sea, Kagoshima, Japan

outhern part
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Abstract

Diving survey was conducted on the mysterious sea knolls disovered in the southern part of the Yat-
sushiro Sea, Kagoshima, Japan. The sea knolls are 50 meters idiameter and 5 meters in relief, and 88
knolls are discovered in close proximity.

A diving survey to reveal the nature of these knolls was condated in February 2009. The most upper
layer of the sea knoll is composed of sand and the surface is a@red by the colony of a kind of oyster,

aHyotissa imbricat®®. We proposed seven hypotheses for the origin of these kno#l, although any clue sup-

porting these hypotheses was not obtained.
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Fig. 5 Collected shells. Upper-right and lower-left
shells are alive.
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Fig. 6 Collected deposits at seafloor. Left is from
surface and right is from 10 cm in depth.
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Fig. 7 Surface of sea knoll covered by the colony
of shells.

BoHD 5% 5 BEDFIHE.

F8X
Fig. 8 Sandy flat seafloor around sea knoll.
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