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Regional variations in the naming of shoals appeared in Japanese Nautical Charts”

Koji KAWAI™*', Yasuhiro KOSO*', and Tomoo FUJII**

Abstract
Nautical charts include the names of shoals as hazards to be avoided during navigation and generally the
names used locally are adopted. Shoals exist throughout Japan, but this paper focuses on the regional
variations in the terminology used to refer to shoals in place names. This paper also explains the generally
unfamiliar terms used to refer to shoals, such as “Sori,” “Mo,” “Sowai,” “Motare,” “Birashi,” “Berashi,”
“Tako,” and “Heta.” Furthermore, regarding the term “reef” (f£), which is found nationwide with various

local pronunciations, this paper points out the possibility that the kanji character “#£” was later applied to

these regional pronunciations based on their distribution.
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Fig. 1. Map showing distribution of the undersea feature names with “Ne”, “Sone”, “Bae” and “Guri” in Japan.
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“Sori” on the Japanese Chart No.11 (published in 1903).
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Fig. 3. “Denbei Zori” and “Naka Zori” on the Japanese Chart W22 (published in 2009).
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Fig.4. “Soai” on the Japanese Chart No.137A (published in 1906) and “Sowai” on the Japanese Chart No.137A

(published in 1928).
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“Motare” on the Japanese Chart No.87 (published in 1903).
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Fig. 7. Map showing the location of “Gogosone Tako” and “Nakanosone Tako".
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Fig. 8. Map showing distribution of the undersea feature names with kanji character “ff£” in Japan.
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Fig. 9. Comparison of Japanese Nautical Charts No.121 (Nanao Wan) from1891 and 1906.
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Fig. 10. Comparison of Japanese Nautical Charts No.124 (Oki Shoto) from1893 and 1903.
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